
 

 

 

Moral Stories Don’t Carry A Moral 
 
1 Sherly hephzibah j, 2 Dr. J. Amutha Monica, 

 1 M.A., English, Sathyabama University,Chennai 
2 Assistant Professor, Department of English, Sathyabama University, Chennai 

 

 

Abstract: This paper explains on how moral stories do no have a moral. This paper carries few stories from the 

collection of Aesop’s fables, and analyses them on how they don’t carry a valid moral, though they are circulated as moral 

stories. Though the stories which are analysed carry a moral, the paper would decipher the moral to see how they are valid 

in accordance to the stories. The fables that carry a moral are mostly prescribed for children in their academic studies, and 

also is suggest for their reading. It is very much necessary that we see the reliability of these stories when they are taught to 

the children, who have the tendency to believe everything that is told to them. 

 
  

INTRODUCTION 
 

Moral stories are out of which everyone grew. They are the ones that help every child to develop an interest towards 

stories, and literature. While these moral stories play a major role in kindling the interest of the students, this paper is going 

to analyze on how the moral stories seem to fake justification, and actually don’t carry a moral.  

             

The stories which are chosen for the analysis are from Aesop’s fables, which will be looked from a different perspective as 

to see how the stories go in parallel with the title, “Moral stories.” Oxford dictionary defines ‘Fables’ as short story, 

typically with animals as characters, conveying a moral, and Merriam Webster dictionary defines ‘Fables’ as a short story 

that usually is about animals and that is intended to teach a lesson.  

                 

Aesop’s fables are short stories which are assumed to have been written by a writer called, Aesop. There are mixed 

criticism on this person, for some believe that this person never existed, but it was just another writer who wrote in the 

name of Aesop. But, some still believe that Aesop existed and he was the one who wrote all the 600 fables which are 

credited to him currently. 

                  

When there is so much of speculation to the existence of Aesop, this paper is going to explore the stories of Aesop, which 

are called, “Aesop’s fables.” There are different versions of the stories, but though the language and the usage of word 

varies from one another, the story’s bas  

 

I) THE WOLF AND THE LAMB 
           

This story is about a wolf which as lapping water at a spring which was on a hillside. When the wolf saw that a lamb came 

to drink some water a little lower down, it decided that the lamb was going to be its supper, and therefore, it was looking 

for some excuse. So, first it asked the lamb as to why it was muddling the water which the wolf was drinking, but then, the 

lamb replied that it wasn’t responsible for the water to be muddy, because, it runs down from the wolf to the Lamb. The 

wolf didn’t give up, but asked why the lamb called it bad names last year, for which the lamb replied that it couldn’t have 

happened because, it was only six months old. The wolf replied that it doesn’t care, because if it wasn’t the lamb, it 

must’ve been its father, and at the lamb.  
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The moral that the story brings out is, “Any excuse will serve a tyrant.” But, this story doesn’t seem to be a good 

suggestion to kids because, the story gives an image that how much ever innocent you are, you will definitely gobbled up 

by the strong, and he would have a reason for it. Though what the wolf did to the lamb was wrong, the wolf wasn’t 

punished, and though the lamb didn’t do anything at all, it lost its life by the end of the story. The moral is lost in the story; 

The children who read this story might get an understanding that the strong cannot be confronted at anytime, and being 

innocent might cost a life, which is not a good moral for the children.  

 

II) THE LION’S SHARE 
               

A lion, a fox, a jackal and a wolf went on hunting together, they managed to attack a stag and kill it, after which they 

wanted to share the spoil. According to the order of the king, the animals skinned it and cut it into four parts. Then the 

lion pronounced him judgement, and said that the first quarter belonged to him because of his capacity as King of Beasts; 

the second quarter belonged to him because he is an arbiter; the third share belongs to him because that’s the part of his 

chase, and for the fourth part, he said he would like to see which of them would dare to law paw upon it.  

                     

The animals had no other option that to walk away and the moral of the story is, “You may share the labours of the great, 

but you will not share the spoil.” The story isn’t passing on a moral value, because, there are four animals which put in 

their effort, but the reward goes only to one. When the story ends, the rest of the three animals are still unrewarded, and 

only the lion has al the shares. The story gives a subtle message that the strong will continue to be the strongest, and the 

rest will not be able to confront the strong, though they deserve justification. Suggesting this story to children, might make 

them think that if they are the strongest, they wouldn’t have anyone to confront them, even if they do the wrong, and if 

they are weak, they should remain silent and should ignore all the misdeeds of the strong.  

 

III) THE WOLF AND THE CRANE 
                         

A wolf was eating an animal, and suddenly a bone got stuck in his throat. As it felt a terrible pain, it wanted someone to 

help it. It tried to ask for the help of every animal that passed by, and thereby, a crane agreed to help him. The crane put 

its long neck into the wolf’s throat and got the bone out of it. When the crane asked for the reward that the wolf 

promised, the wolf said that the fact that it didn’t kill the crane was the reward. The moral that is brought out from the 

story is, “Gratitude and greed go not together.”  

               

Though the moral seems to fall right according to the story, the story would depreciate the children from helping others, 

because, the story doesn’t end in a just way. The crane that helped the wolf went cheated, and the wolf which cheated on 

the crane enjoyed the benefit of escaping from the pain caused by the bone. This story also appreciates the idea that 

helping others is a deed which has to be rewarded, which is not the case in the world. Children must be taught to help 

others, without looking at the reward that might come or even might not. 

 

IV) THE MAN AND THE SERPANT 
                

This is the story of how a farmer cut off the tail of a snake when the snake bit his son to death with its venomous fangs, 

when he stamped on it by mistake. The snake wanted to take revenge on the farmer by stinging all the cattle of the farmer. 

The farmer decided to make up between them, and so, he went to the snake with gifts and he said that they could become 

friends by forgiving and forgetting their loss. But, the snake didn’t accept the offer saying that neither could the farmer 

forget the loss of his son and nor could the snake forget the loss of its tail. 

               

The moral of the story is, “Injuries may be forgiven but not forgotten.”  This story places a clear emphasis on revenge and 

vengeance, which is not supposed to be taught to children. Children should be taught to love each and others and be kind 

to each other, but the story seems to bring in the idea of an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, which is not good.  
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V) THE SICK LION 
 

The sick lion is the story of how all the animals of the forest beat the lion black and blue when the lion is sick at its old 

days, and cannot fight back. The animals also said that it was the time to pay off all the grudges. The moral of the story is, 

“Only cowards insult dying majesty.” 

                 

Maintaining grudges in our hearts is a negative vibe, which would actually spoil the peace in one’s heart, but this story 

express how the lion couldn’t defend itself when the other animals paid off their grudges, showing that hurting a person 

who is unable to defend himself, or even fight back, would give us only happiness, and it wouldn’t be considered as an 

offence, but rather, in reality’s case, it is a spoiler of one’s peace of mind. When the story shows the lion to be sick, such 

that it couldn’t fight back, it is not the right way the story should have ended, because, the impression that the story gives 

is that, it is fair to fight with a person who is unable to fight back.  

 

VI) THE ASS AND THE LAPDOG 
                 

A farmer has an ass and a lapdog. Though the farmer loved the donkey, his lapdog is something that he would 

continuously cuddle and play with. Once, the lapdog danced about and licked the hands of the farmer, and furthermore, 

the lapdog also frisked as happy as it could be. When the ass saw what the lapdog did, it decided to imitate the lapdog by 

jumping into its master’s laps, but the immediate response that the ass received, was the servants of the farmers rushing up 

to it with sticks and pitchforks. The moral of the story is clumsy jesting is not a joke.  

                  

This story is structures in a way of carrying class differentiation, much particularly depicting that the low class is always 

meant to work, and they aren’t meant to behave in a way how the people of high class behave. This is a very connotation 

to be instilled on the children, because this story might create an idea of class differentiation in the children.  

 

VII) THE HARES AND THE FROGS 
                

The hares were the type of animals which were feeble and tender, and therefore, they became the subjects of persecution 

by other beasts. They decided that drown themselves into the lake when they saw a troop of wild horses stampeding 

about, but as they approached the lake, a troop of frogs jumped into the sea, fearing the hares, and the moral that this 

story brings out is, “There is always someone worse off than yourself.”  

               

The moral itself becomes the subject of controversy here because, children are taught to believe that everyone in this 

world are equal, and if an idea that there is always someone worse off than themselves is instilled on them, they would find 

this as a good reason to bully other, and also make fun of others. They might become the subjects of prejudice and class 

variation, to believe that there is always someone who is worse than themselves.  

 

VII) THE WOODMAN AND THE SERPENT 
                  

There was a woodman, who was tramping home from his work and he found a black serpent dying because of the cold. 

So, took it up and his boson to warm it. When he reached his house, he put the snake near the fire, and the snake got back 

to his life. When the woodman’s son stooped down to stroke it, but the serpent raised its head and was about to sting the 

child, and right at the moment, the woodman took his axe and cut the serpent into two. The moral that the story brings 

out is, “No gratitude from the wicked.” When we always encourage the children to help others, but this story discourages 

the children from helping the others, but the children might develop a fear in helping other, because at some point, this 

story infers that the people who they help might do bad things to them,         
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VIII) THE FOX AND THE STORK 
 

The fox and the stork were seemingly good friends. The fox once invited the stork to dinner, and as a joke, put a soup in a 

shallow dish, which made it difficult for the stork to drink the soup, with its long bill. On the other hand, the stork invited 

the fox for dinner on another day, and the stork served dinner in a very long necked jar, which made it difficult for the fox 

to eat, and so, all it could do was to lick the outside of the jar. The moral of the story is, “one bad turn deserves another.”  

   

This is age where every child is taught to love others, this story talk of vengeance. This story instils an idea that there is a 

seeming friendship, where not everyone is concerned about each other. We instruct our children to forgive others, even if 

they do something with major negative effects, but this story talks about a very simple deed of making fun in the dinner 

time. The moral of the story particularly uses the word, ‘deserves’ which make it assuring that taking revenge or vengeance 

is nothing wrong, according to the story. 

 

IX) THE SERPENT AND THE FILE 
  

As a serpent was wandering around places, it came into an armourer’s shop. As he was gliding over the floor, he felt his 

skin pricked by a file which was lying there, and it got rage, and so the snake darted his fangs into it, but the heavy iron 

was unharmed, and the snake had no other option than to give to. The moral that the story gives is, “It is useless attacking 

the insensible.”  

  

The moral of the story is clearly valid, because attacking the insensible is useless, but let’s look at it from an alternative 

perspective. If looked at the right way, the moral gives an assumption that it is useful to attack the sensible. When the story 

says that attacking the iron is useless, the question that it raises is, “would it be useful to attack the sensible?”  

 

X) THE MAN AND THE WOOD 
  

A man went into the wood with his axe and begged all the trees to give him a small branch, which he wanted for a 

particular purpose. The trees were so full of good heart, that they immediately helped him. With the branch of the tree, he 

fixed the axe and he started cutting all the trees one by one.  

  

While this is how the story ends, it makes us feel sorry for the trees, but the justice is lost here. The man was being 

cunning to not tell the trees why he wanted a branch, for he knew that if he tells them, he wouldn’t get a branch of a tree. 

On the other hand, when he got the branch, he acted without any sense of gratitude, and started off by cutting all the 

trees. While the trees are the creatures which didn’t do anything wrong, they became the victims, while the man, who was 

cunning and he applied his tricks on the trees, he was the one who was benefited by the end of the story.  

  

This story gives an idea to the readers that how even people live well, they would definitely become the victims of the 

cunning and the tricky people. Furthermore, the story also gives an idea that we shouldn’t help anyone in need, because it 

was only because of the trees giving the man a branch, was he able to cut off all the trees, and therefore, if we don’t help 

anyone, they cannot come up against us. This is a wrong idea that the story is portraying.  

 

CONCLUSION 
  

The ten stories which are analysed are from the collection of Aesop’s fables, which are much popular for children’s read. 

Though they were written to instil good morals and values in the hearts of the children, the stories, when looked at from 

different perspectives, gives us varied ideas and thoughts, which contradict with the morals presented through the stories.  
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Children of the twenty first century and so full of wits that they naturally tend to analyze everything that is told to them. 

Rather than absorbing whatever that is told to them, they question that happenings in the story, and they often yearn to 

understand more of it. This quality of the current age’s youngsters cannot be termed as a negative quality. But, when 

reading materials are suggested for them, they should be carefully analysed.  

  

These moral stories are stereotyped and they don’t carry clarity of thoughts, which makes it without a proper moral and 

this might become the confusing factor for the children who read them.  
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