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Abstrasct - Z Generation is the generation of adolescents in the digital age and is experiencing a cultural change in gender 
equality between men and women. Most teenagers have hopes that they will get married in the future, their hopes and 
expectations that they will get married will increase with the age of adolescence. The role expectation is a belief related to 
quality, behavior, and characteristics associated with a role that can be placed on an individual by another person or by 
himself. Role expectation also occurs in married life, which is influenced by various things from internal and external. 
Teachers, media (such as television and books), and peers are important influences in shaping a description of the role 
that someone has. This study aims to see the overview of marriage role expectation in Z generation late adolescents in 
Medan. The study population was the Z generation late adolescents taken by cluster random sampling - non proportional 
technique. The data in this study were taken using a psychological measurement tool (scale) in the form of a Marriage 
Role Expectation Inventory developed by Marie S Dunn (1960). The results showed that from 1003 research subjects, 10 
people (1.00%) were classified as traditional, 170 people (16.95%) classified as moderately traditional, 708 people 
(70.59%) classified as moderately egalitarian, while 115 people (11.47). %) classified as egalitarian. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The advanced of technological development has an impact on lifestyle changes, mindsets, ways of learning, and 
other aspects of life. The greatest impact is felt by the generation born or grows at the time when the technology is 
booming; this generation is known as "Z generation". This generation has been very comfortable and accustomed to 
the virtual world because they have been confronted with technology since they were born, such as the internet, 
smartphones, streaming videos, and social media. This generation of Z is the generation that most of them are now 
in their early adolescents and in fact ,some of them have just begun to enter college (Central Bureau of Statistics, 
2015). 

 
Teenagers will get new experiences and also new development tasks. One of the tasks of development in 
adolescence according to Havighurst in Hurlock (2003) is preparing on marriage and family. Most teens have hopes 
that they will get married in the future (Manning, Longmore, & Giordano, 2007). Hopes and expectations that they 
will get married will increase with the age of adolescence (Gassanov, Nicholson, & Koch-Turner, 2008). 
 
Azzopardi (2007) in his research found that women in their adolescence had fantasies and expectations for their 
married life. Expectations regarding what kind of role she will take in married life are also formed in adolescence 
(Dunn, 1960). At this age, most children begin to behave by adjusting to their cultural expectations (Santrock, 
2015). Teachers, media (such as television and books), peers and culture are important influencer in shaping an 
overview of the role someone has (Hyde & Else-Quest, 2013). 

 
The role expectation is a belief related to quality, behavior, and characteristics associated with a role that can be 
placed on an individual by another person or by himself (Hogg & Vaughan, 2011). Role expectation also occurs in 
married life. Dunn (1960) described marriage role expectation as anticipating roles in married life which are 
portrayed in traditional roles and egalitarian roles. Dunn (1960) distinguishes marriage role expectation into two, 
traditional and egalitarian.  
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The traditional model is the marriage model with the husband as the only source of income in the family, the wife is 
responsible to work in the household, the wife is responsible for managing and raising children, and the husband is 
responsible for making all decisions related to household issues. In contrast, an egalitarian model is a model in 
which husbands and wives share roles in financial responsibility, housework, taking care and raising children, and 
making decisions about issues in the household.. 
 
Amato, Johnson, Booth, and Rogers (2003) stated that the overview related to gender roles has increasingly 
developed so that the role expected by individuals towards their partners is also growing. Marriage role expectation 
can vary for each individual. Dunn (1960) states that role expectations are largely influenced by environment, 
education, and prior experience. A person can shape the expectations of marriage through personal experience with 
a partner, by observing the role of both parents in the family, and observing the marriage process of others (Riggio 
& Weiser, 2008). 
 
This expectation is influenced by the socio-cultural conditions around the person and can be recognized as well 
(Juvva & Bhatti, 2006). Besides, it is also influenced by the surrounding environment, such as parents, schools, 
peers, media, and culture to provide a role model for someone. This role model teaches what and how the role that 
each person must play in his position (Bugental & Grusee in Santrock, 2015). For an adolescent who is a Z 
generation, undoubtedly the use of this media affects the marriage role expectation they have. Therefore we are 
interested in examining the overview of Marriage Role Expectation in Z generation late adolescent, especially in the 
city of Medan. 
 

II. OBJECTIVES AND METHODS 

In this study, the data collected was descriptive, describing marriage role expectation in Z-generation late 
adolescents in Medan City. Data collection in this study was conducted using a questionnaire (scale) research 
adapted from the measure of marriage role expectation by Marie S Dunn (1960), the Marriage Role Expectation 
Inventory. This scale is taken from the Marriage and Family Living journals under the title, the journal of Marriage 
Role Expectation of Adolescents by Marrie S. Dunn (1960) which consists of two scales. The scale of Marriage role 
expectation inventory consists of 71 items and is divided into scales F and M. The scale F is used on female 
respondents and scale M is used on male respondents. The method of collecting data in this study uses a scale in the 
form of Likert Scale. In the data collection method, each item has 5 alternative choices with different points. The 
maximum score to be achieved in filling the measuring instrument is 71 and the minimum score is 0. The scale value 
is determined based on traditional and egalitarian items. The score for the response given is: 

- In the case of egalitarian questions 
The Strongly Agree (SS) and Agree (S) option will be given a score of 1 
The Strongly Disagree (STS), Disagree (TS) and Neutral (N) choices will be given a score of 0 

- In traditional items 
The Strongly Disagree (STS), Disagree (TS) option will be given a score of 1 
The Very Agree (SS) and Agree (S) and Neutral (N) options will be given a score of 0 

  
The measuring instrument was tested on 503 late adolescents consisting of 250 male subjects and 253 female 
subjects. The results of the Marriage Role Expectation Inventory scale test show that from 71 items, there are 42 
items that have a rix coefficient ≥ 0.30 and there are 29 items with a rix coefficient ≤ 0.30. The researcher corrected 
the items with unsatisfactory correlation coefficients. The reliability value is 0.859. The power test on the scale of 
the marriage role expectation inventory will be tested using the biserial formula on statistical data processing 
software. The measurement validity of the measuring instrument using SPSS 17.0. 

 
Research data retrieval was conducted at several universities in Medan. In this study, the sample used was 1003 Z 
generatioN late adolescents . The scale distributed in the retrieval of the research data was 1100 scales. From 1100 
scales distributed, only 1003 scales can be processed statistically. The remaining 97 scales cannot be processed 
because the filling method by the respondent is not in accordance with the instructions given. 
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III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

The main results of this study will describe general marriage role expectation and the aspects of marriage role 
expectation in late adolescents in the city of Medan. The general overview of marriage role expectation in late 
adolescents in the city of Medan can be seen from the mean score, standard deviation, minimum value, and 
maximum value from the scale score of the Marriage Role Expectation Inventory. The following is a table that 
describes empirical values and hypothetical values on the research subject: 

 
        Table 1. Empirical Values and Hypothetical Values of Marriage Role Expectation 

Variable Empirical Hyphothetical 

Marriage role 
Expectation 

Max 
Score 

Min 
Score 

Mean SD Max 
Score 

Min 
Score 

Mean SD 

67 12 43.43 8.61 71 0 35.5 11.83 
 

From the table above, it is known that the minimum marriage role expectation score of 1003 subjects is 67 while the 
maximum score is 12. The data in the table also shows that the empirical mean of marriage role expectation is 43.43 
with a standard deviation of 8.61. The data in the table also shows a hypothetical mean of 35.5 with a standard 
deviation of 11.83. 
 
To classify the subjects into each group, the categorization of scores based on the  scores categorization norm of 
buying behavior was made as follows: 

 
Table 2. Groups of Marriage Role Expectation Subjects 

Score Range Category N Percentage 

X < 19 Traditional 10 1.00 

19≤ X ≤ 35 Mod. T 170 16.95 

36≤ X ≤ 53 Mod. E 708 70.59 

X > 53 Egalitarian 115 11.47 

 
From these results, the results obtained from 1003 research subjects are , 10 people (1.00%) classified as traditional, 
as many as 170 people (16.95%) classified as moderately traditional, 708 people (70.59%) belong to moderately 
egalitarian , while as many as 115 people (11.47%) are classified as egalitarian. 
 

 
IV. CONCLUSIONS 

Based on the results of the study it can be concluded that most subjects are classified as moderately egalitarian. This 
shows that late adolescents in Medan in general have married role expectation in the moderately egalitarian 
category, where husbands and wives share roles in financial responsibility, housework, taking care and raising 
children, as well as making decisions on issues in the household. In second place, late adolescents in Medan city 
tend to have moderately traditional, and mostly are male adolescents. This shows that in some adolescent boys they 
are  more likely wanting to be moderately traditional, where the husband is the source of income in the family and 
takes all decisions while the wife is responsible to work in the household such as taking care and raising children. 
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