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Literature not only delights and directs the reader with imagination, but it also exposes 

the shortcomings of the society. Although Eco-criticism remains difficult to define, we can 

simply define it as the communion between man and nature. Eco-criticism, from a literary point 

of view is said to be interdisciplinary. Ode to the West Wind, a piece of true poetic imagination 

by Shelley, directly addresses the wind. Shelley invokes the West Wind. He says that it not only 

destroys life, but also preserves it. Shelley’s thoughts about man and nature keep changing. At 

times, he thinks that man and nature are in close connection with each other. But sometimes, he 

also thinks that they are detached. The reason for this detachment is because of man being highly 

materialistic. 

Shelley, one of the few poets interested in science, was bewitched by the Hydrologic 

cycle. This has sometimes made his description of the weather painstakingly scientific. In his 

poem, Ode to the West Wind, the poet talks about the effect of the West Wind on land, in the sky 

and also in the sea. It is a piece of lyric which is so carefully structured and styled that it brings 

out Shelley’s genius. As the poem progresses, he also strikes a personal note by comparing his 

youthful energy to the West Wind. Shelley’s effortless ability to use figures of speech can also 

be seen in this poem.. 
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The title of the poem itself an excellent piece of alliteration and this is only the beginning 

of his addiction to alliteration. Shelley’s writing can also be compared with Wordsworth’s, the 

two of them being some of the best writers of the Romantic age. Although, there is a strong 

contrast in their lyric, their idea of nature remains the same. Both of them consider nature to be 

the center of man’s life. Shelley’s poem can also be considered as a plea to man to strive for a 

stable society which is the necessity of the hour. 

 

S.A.Brooke is of the opinion that, “The emotion awakened by the approaching 

storm sets on fire other sleeping emotions in his heart, and the whole of his being 

bursts into flame around his first emotion. This is the manner of the genesis of all 

the noblest lyrics. He passes from the magnificent union of himself with nature 

and magnificent realization of all nature and himself together that he may sing of 

the restoration of mankind.” [2] 

 

Not many of us pay attention to nature, but Shelley personifies nature. He gives the West Wind a 

life of its own. Shelley’s elaborate description of the West Wind makes us feel like there is a real 

presence. When the wind blows, it disrupts the usual commotion of life. Shelley wishes that the 

wind, he same wind which ruffles both the Mediterranean and the Atlantic, blow through his 

heart, so that he would be inspired to let out all the pent up music filled in his heart. The wind 

also symbolizes some of the poet’s personal feelings. Shelley discovers a harmony between 

himself, and the West Wind. He says that the wind reminds him of his youth. Now, he is 

unhappy, because life has taken away his youth from him. In last few lines of the poem, Shelley 

implores the West Wind to a be a trumpet to him, so that he can awake the un-awakened earth. 
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“In its kinetic energy the poem is characteristic of Shelley’s poetry and offers a striking 

contrast with the static visions of Keats and the restrained powers of Wordsworth. It is 

characteristic too in its revelation of Shelley’s attitude towards Nature. He did not believe with 

Wordsworth that the contemplation of Nature’s work in a wise passiveness would strengthen and 

inform the soul; he was, indeed attracted not so much my Nature’s works as by her forces; for 

him the wind is alive the woods are but the instrument on which it plays. In this he is much 

neater to the primitive mind than to Wordsworth”[3] 

                                                                                                       -E.A.G. Lamborn. 

 

Lamborn gives a brilliant comparison of Shelley, Keats and Wordsworth. While both Shelley 

and Wordsworth have similar ideas about nature, they differ in their lyric. We can assume that 

they both believed in One Universal spirit being present in Nature. While Shelley believed that 

the spirit of Nature was the spirit of love, Wordsworth believed that it is the spirit of wisdom and 

thought. Shelley focused more on the scientific aspects of nature, which made his approach to 

nature more abstract.  Although, Wordsworth had great love for nature, his lyric seems to be 

passionless and emotionless. Shelley’s lyric on the other hand was filled with emotions. Keats 

tried to showcase the colors and textures of nature.He was interested in the subtle aspects of the 

sky, wind and water. 

 

F.R. Leavis, a renowned literary critic is of the view that the second stanza of the poem is ‘vague’ 

His criticism can be viewed as a little strange. According to him, a close reading of these lines, 

and trying to understand the imagery will not get us anywhere. But to Shelley, the West Wind, 
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the sea, and the sky have their own character. He doesn’t try to bring human characteristics into 

them. The poet instead lets them retain their own character. 

According to E.W. Deumnds, “The incomparable Ode to the West Wind makes the union 

between the poet’s spirit and the forces of nature a perfectly natural thing. The spirit of the west 

wind is identical with his own; it is not a mere simile, but an interfusion of the two. Man and 

Nature are not separate, but one.”[4] 

In the above lines, Deumnds is of the view that Shelley, through his poem, has made a union of 

his spirit and the forces of nature. From the poem, it is evident that Shelley has viewed the wind 

in a completely different way. It could be assumed that he found it difficult to explain the nature 

of its significance, but he easily expresses his feelings through his art. Shelley unifies his spirit 

with nature when he realizes that as a young boy, he possessed some of the same qualities as the 

West Wind. The wind also symbolizes some of the poets personal feelings. 

 

Most of the famous literary texts have all been a results of a Revolution. Similarly, many literary 

works of the Romantic period were a result of the French Revolution. The French Revolution 

brought about death in feudalism and destruction in social order. All this can be seen in the 

writings of this period. To put it in a nutshell, the works of the Romantic period are said to be 

about the common man. The elements of eco-criticism that existed in the present society is 

something which has already existed in the past. Although, this may seem unusual now, it is 

something that was already practiced by the poets of the Romantic period. The poets of the 

present age want man to put nature before himself so that harmony exists, but eco-critics of the 

past wanted both man and nature go together so that there would be harmony. On the whole, this 

paper stresses on the fact that, the greener the earth is, healthier the mankind. 
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